Summary from Fall Conference  (2013)
· Chris Vecchione was extremely popular, as was his video.

· Bob Eichorn was also well received.

· Reactions were mixed on the DPI presentation.  Many people commended her for acknowledging that she didn’t know much about alternative education; other people were upset by it; still others felt that the presentation showed DPI does understand alternative ed.  Some people were pleased that there was talk about Standard 6; others wanted it to be about helping students with Common Core.

· There were also mixed reactions to Sam Redding.  People either really liked his stories or felt like he was saying things we all already know.

· Facilities were beautiful but not big enough and too hard to find.  Not having wifi access bothered several people.

· Not enough variety was offered for lunch.

· People want breakout sessions and more time to network.

· People want a longer conference with more options.

My Takeaway

· If we can find a way to afford it, people are clamoring for a bigger, longer conference.

· We need sessions separating principals and teachers, and others separating smaller programs from larger schools.

· If possible, it would be great if we could tell if a session is more fact-based or more story-based.

· More information needs to go out before the conference:  time, place, agenda.

· Overall, we did really well.  Pretty much every speaker or style that someone didn’t like, someone else did.

